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Dear friends of the Agricultural Cooperative Group in Miyagi Prefecture

Ten years have passed since that terrible natural event that so severely damaged your region and large part of your beloved country.

I still feel the impact of the images that came to us at that time, reflecting the terrible devastation that occurred. The loss of thousands of human
lives has undoubtedly been the most painful result of that catastrophe.

At that time, the ICA called on the cooperatives of the world to collaborate with the cooperative movement in Japan and help in the reconstruction.
It is great news that to date, the prefecture's farmland and agricultural production have returned to pre-earthquake levels. This shows the
transcendental role of agricultural cooperatives.

I am convinced that you were able to do so because you are organizations rooted in your communities, and with values and principles that guides
you permanently towards the common good.

It is well known that Japanese cooperatives have always been at the forefront in providing assistance to people in need and have been very sensitive
to disasters in other countries of the region that had to face events as critical as the ones you have had to go through.

Unfortunately it is possible that these events occur more frequently globally. For this reason, this distinctive seal of cooperatives of pooling
financial, human and technical resources must continue and expand.

In such difficult moments, it is good to remember that no one can save himself alone, and that in the most critical situations, cooperation is the only
way out.

Surely in Miyagi and in the rest of Japan everyone has emerged stronger and more convinced of the value of cooperation.

I thank you for the opportunity to accompany you at this time and extend my appreciation for the strength and wisdom you have had to recover.

T encourage you to continue on this path.

I send you a warm cooperative greetings to the distance.
February 2021

Ariel Guarco
President
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	JA_PP66_67_メッセージ_fix_ol
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